
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fiction about 

the Art World 
 

A Mad Wicked Folly, Sharon Biggs (YA) 

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man James, 

Joyce 

All Good Children, Catherine Austen 

An Artist of the Floating World, Kazuo 

Ishiguro 

An Enchantment of Ravens, Margaret 

Rogerson 

Art and Lies, Jeanette Winterson 

As Above, So Below, Rudy Rucker 

Bel Canto, Ann Patchett 

Bluebeard, Kurt Vonnegut 

Cat’s Eye, Margaret Atwood 

Chasing Vermeer, Blue Balliett 

Crazy Messy Beautiful, Carrie Arcos (YA) 

Cupid and the Silent Goddess, Alan Fisk 

Daughter of Time, Josephine Tey 

Draw the Dark, Ilsa J Bick (YA) 

Draw the Line, Laurent Linn (YA) 

Exiles in America, Christopher Bram 

Fake Like Me, Barbara Bourland 

Fire Colour One Jenny Valentine (YA) 

Five Feet Apart, Rachael Lippincott (YA) 

Framed, Frank Cottrell Boyce (9+) 

Gemini, Sonya Mukherjee (YA) 

Girl in Pieces, Kathleen Glasgow (YA) 

Girl Reading, Kate Ward 

Girl with a Pearl Earring, Tracy Chevalier 

Graffiti Moon, Cath Crowley (YA) 

Headlong, Michael Frayn 

How to be Both, Ali Smith 

I Am Madame X, Gioia Diliberto 

I, Juan de Pareja, Elizabeth Borton de Treviño 

I’ll Give You the Sun, Jandy Nelson (YA) 

Infandous, Elana K. Arnold (YA) 

Ink, Alice Broadway (YA) 

Isla and the Happily Ever After, Stephanie 

Perkins (YA) 

Ivy, Julie Hear (YA) 

Landscape with Fragmented Figures, Jeff 

Vande Zande 

Leonardo’s Swans, Karen Essex 

Lust for Life, Irving Stone 

Lydia Cassatt Reading the Morning Paper, 

Harriet Scott Chessman 

Memory and Dream, Charles de Lint 

Moon and Sixpence, W Somerset Maugham 

Mr Mac and Me Esther Freud 

My Name is Asher Lev, Chaim Potok 

My Name Is Red, Orhan Pamuk 

Naked Came I, David Weiss 

Narcissus and Goldmund, Hermann Hesse 

Never Anyone But You, Robert Thomson 

Night Owls, Jenn Bennett (YA) 

Notes from an Exhibition, Patrick Gale 

Of Human Bondage, W. Somerset Maugham 

On Beauty, Zadie Smith 

Page by Paige, Laura Lee Gulledge (YA) 

Portrait of a Man, Georges Perec 

Shadowshaper, Daniel José Older (YA) 

Starfish Akemi, Dawn Bowman (YA) 

Still Life with Tornado, A.S. King (YA) 

Sweet Caress, William Boyd 

Tell the Wolves I’m Home, Carol Rifka Brunt 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time 

Indian, Sherman Alexie (YA) 

The Agony and the Ecstasy, Irving Stone 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay, 

Michael Chabon 

The Architect’s Apprentice, Elif Shafak 

The Art Forger, Barbara A. Shapiro 

The Bird Artist, Howard Norman 

The Birth of Venus, Sarah Durant 

The Boy Who Fooled the World, Lisa 

Thompson (9+) 

The Cheese Monkeys, Chip Kidd 

The Chrysalis: A Novel, Heather Terrell 

The Ebony Tower, John Fowles 

The Flamethrowers, Rachel Kushner 

The Flanders Panel, Arturo Perez-Reverte 

The Folding Star, Alan Hollinhurst 

CAUTION! 

Reading can 

seriously damage 

your ignorance! 
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http://www.amazon.com/Portrait-Artist-Young-Man/dp/1936594544/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273458&sr=1-1
http://www.catherineausten.com/books_agc.html
http://www.amazon.com/Artist-Floating-World-Kazuo-Ishiguro/dp/0679722661/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309280495&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Bluebeard-Novel-Fiction-Kurt-Vonnegut/dp/038533351X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273223&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Cats-Eye-Margaret-Atwood/dp/0385491026/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273067&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Chasing-Vermeer-Blue-Balliett/dp/0439372976/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309275575&sr=1-1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/girl-in-pieces-kathleen-glasgow/1123197256?ean=9781101934715
http://www.amazon.com/Pearl-Earring-Deluxe-Tracy-Chevalier/dp/0452287022/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309274050&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Headlong-Bestselling-Backlist-Michael-Frayn/dp/0312267460/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276922&sr=1-1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/ill-give-you-the-sun-jandy-nelson/1118662980?ean=9780142425763
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/infandous-elana-k-arnold/1120221318?ean=9781467738491
http://www.amazon.com/Leonardos-Swans-Novel-Karen-Essex/dp/0767923065/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276022&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Lust-Life-Irving-Stone/dp/0452262496/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309280561&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Memory-Dream-Newford-Charles-Lint/dp/0765316781/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276906&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Moon-Sixpence-Somerset-Maugham/dp/1453692940/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309277736&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Name-Everymans-Library-Classics-Contemporary/dp/0307593924/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309277715&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Naked-Came-I-Novel-Rodin/dp/0340178221/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276930&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Narcissus-Goldmund-Novel-Hermann-Hesse/dp/0312421672/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273347&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Notes-Exhibition-Patrick-Gale/dp/0007254660/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276677&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Human-Bondage-W-Somerset-Maugham/dp/1613820445/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273619&sr=1-1
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shadowshaper-daniel-jose-older/1120827980?ean=9781338032475
https://skokielibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1533229133
https://skokielibrary.bibliocommons.com/item/show/1533229133
http://www.amazon.com/Agony-Ecstasy-Biographical-Novel-Michelangelo/dp/0451213238/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309272195&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Amazing-Adventures-Kavalier-Clay/dp/0312282990/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273862&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Bird-Artist-Novel-Howard-Norman/dp/B001PO6AG8/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276260&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Birth-Venus-Novel-Sarah-Dunant/dp/0812968972/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309279374&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Cheese-Monkeys-Novel-Semesters-P-S/dp/0061452483/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276916&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Chrysalis-Novel-Heather-Terrell/dp/0345494679/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309280541&sr=1-1


The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand 

The Girl Who Wasn’t There, Ferdinand von 

Schirach 

The Girl you Left Behind, Jojo Moyes 

The Goldfinch, Donna Tartt  

The Great Man, Kate Christensen 

The Horse’s Mouth, Joyce Cary 

The Improbability of Love, Emma Rothschild 

The Lady and the Unicorn, Tracey Chevalier 

The Man in the Red Coat, Julian Barnes 

The Masterpiece, Emile Zola 

The Muse, Jesse Burton 

The Music Lesson, Katharine Weber 

The Name of the Rose, Umberto Eco 

The Painted Kiss, Elizabeth Hickey 

The Painter, Will Davenport 

The Painter from Shanghai, Jennifer Cody 

Epstein 

The Passion of Artemesia, Susan Vreeland 

The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde 

The Portrait, Iain Pears 

The Portrait of a Lady, Henry James 

The Recognitions, William Gaddis 

The Serpent Garden, Judith Merkle Riley 

The Service of Clouds, Susan Hill 

The Stone Carvers, Jane Urquhart 

The Tragic Muse, Henry James 

The True Deceiver, Tove Jansson 

The Truth about Forever, Sarah Dessan (YA) 

The Underpainter, Jane Urquhart 

 The Unfinished Life of Addison Stone, Adele 

Griffin 

The Unknown Masterpiece, Honore de Balzac 

The Vivisector, Patrick White 

To the Lighthouse, Virginia Woolf 

 Together We Caught Fire, Eva V. Gibson (YA) 

Tulip Fever, Deborah Moggach 

What I Loved, Siri Hustvedt 
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See the website for 
more fiction 

recommendations, 
lists & ideas 

http://www.amazon.com/Fountainhead-Centennial-Hardcover-Ayn-Rand/dp/0452286751/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309272989&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Man-Kate-Christensen/dp/0307277348/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276421&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Horses-Mouth-Joyce-Cary/dp/0571252001/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309276941&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Painted-Kiss-Novel-Elizabeth-Hickey/dp/B000F9SUZ8/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309279515&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Painter-Will-Davenport/dp/0553382063/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309280581&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Picture-Dorian-Gray-Oscar-Wilde/dp/1936594390/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309272828&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Portrait-Iain-Pears/dp/159448175X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309277758&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Serpent-Garden-Judith-Merkle-Riley/dp/0307395367/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309279436&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Stone-Carvers-Jane-Urquhart/dp/0142003581/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309280606&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Tragic-Muse-novel-Henry-James/dp/124090116X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309272325&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Underpainter-Jane-Urquhart/dp/0140269738/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309277778&sr=1-1
http://www.adelegriffin.com/books/the-unfinished-life-of-addison-stone/
http://www.amazon.com/Masterpiece-Chef-doeuvre-inconnu-Honor%C3%A9-Balzac/dp/1434401340/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309273742&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Vivisector-Penguin-Classics-Patrick-White/dp/0143105671/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309277695&sr=1-1
https://rivetedlit.com/book/together-we-caught-fire/
http://www.amazon.com/Tulip-Fever-Deborah-Moggach/dp/0385334923/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1309279415&sr=1-1

