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Athletics: Track and Field 
6+ Deadly target, Shoo Raynor (series)  

6+ Go Mo Go! Mo Farah & Kes Grey (series) 

6+ Jump for Glory, Shoo Raynor (series)  

6+ Run Like the Wind, Shoo Raynor (series)  

6+ Throw for Gold, Shoo Raynor (series)  

7+ Harry Miller’s Run, Davd Almond 

7+ Run, Melina, Run, Damian Harvey  

8+ Fortune Fools, Ross Montgomery 

8+ The Fastest Boy in the World, Elizabeth Laird  

8+ The Race, Roy Peachey 

9+ Armistice Runner, Tom Palmer 

9+ Quiet Storm, Kimberly Whittam  

9+ Run for your Life, Jane Mitchell  

9+ Running on Empty, S.E. Durrant  

9+ Thief on the Track, Ellie Robinson 

10+ Achieving a Dream, Jill Atkins  

10+ Camp Gold series, Christine Ohuruogu 

10+ Ghost series, Jason Reynolds  

11+ Long Jump High, Malachy Doyle (HiLo)  

11+ Running for Gold, Owen Slot  

12+ Run on your New Legs, Waturu Midori (series)  

(Graphic Novel) 

12+ The Running Dream, Wendelin Van Draanen 

12+ Wing Jones, Katherine Webber  

13+ Run Rebel, Manjeet Mann  

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball 
7+ Full Court Flash, Scott Ciencin 

7+ Space Jam: A New legacy, Ivan Cohen (Graphic Novel) 

7+ Slam Dunk Dilemma! Jenny Moore  

8+ Cyborg Cat and the Masked Marauder, Ade Adepitan 

(series) 

9+ Tall Story, Candy Gourlay  

10+ The Crossover, Kwame Alexander 

 (Verse or Graphic Novel)  

10+ Rebound, Kwame Alexander  

13+ Map to the Sun, Sloane Leong  

(Graphic Novel) 

Mo Farah 
GB Olympian 

 
London 2012 
GOLD 5k/10k 

Rio 2016 
GOLD 5k/10k 

 

Picture books, 
Children/ YA 

fiction 

Olympic/ 
Paralympic 

authors 
 

Fiction based 
on Olympic / 
Paralympic 

sports 
 

Ellie 
Robinson 

GB Paralympian 
Swimming 

Rio 2016 GOLD 
50m butterfly 

Rio2016 
BRONZE 

100m freestyle 
 

Christine 
Ohuruogu 
GB Olympian 

400m & Relay 
Beijing 2008  

GOLD/ BRONZE 
London 2012 

SILVER 
Rio 2016 BRONZE 

 

Ade 
Adepitan 

GB Paralympian 
Wheelchair 
Basketball 

Athens 2004 
BRONZE 

 

Olympic & 

 

Paralympic Sports 

Fiction Book 
List 

Indicates a book with an Olympic link 

http://www.readingjackdaw.co.uk/
https://peters.co.uk/book-page/9781848530942/Ohuruogu%2C-Christine/Going-for-gold?search=


 
Boxing 
11+ Seconds Out, Dan Tunstall (HiLo) 

12+ The Greatest, Alan Gibbons (HiLo) 

12+ The Bones of Me, Kel Duckhouse 

14+ Fighting Ruben Wolfe, Markus Zusak  

14+ Gloves Off, Louisa Reid  

14+ The Boxer, Nikesh Shukla  
 

Breaking 
10+ My Life as an Ice-Cream Sandwich, Ibi Zoboi 

13+ A Very Large Expanse of Sea, Tahereh Mafi  
 

Canoeing 
9+ River Race, Shawn Pryor 

9+ Sea Wolf, Kathryn White (HiLo) 

12+ First Descent, Pam Withers 
 

Climbing 
7+ The Mountain Challenge, Bear Grylls (series) 

8+ Extreme Ice Adventure, Salima Alikhan 

8+ Rocky Mountain Disaster, Salima Alikhan 

11+ Climbing Strong, Brandon Terrell (HiLo) 
 

Cycling 
7+ BMX Blitz, Scott Ciencin (Graphic Novel) 

7+ BMX Breakthrough, Carl Bowen (Graphic Novel) 

7+ Flying Fergus series, Chris Hoy/ Joanna Nadin 

7+ Princess BMX, Marie Basting 

9+ Boy Who Biked the World, Alastair  

Humphreys (series) 

10+ Hero on a Bicycle, Shirley Hughes  

14+ Piglettes, Clementine Beauvais  

Equestrian  
7+ Meg and Merlin, Tanya Landman (series)  

7+ Moonlight Riders, Linda Chapman (series) 

7+ Pippa’s Pony Tales, Pippa Funnell (series) 

8+ Pony on the Twelfth Floor, Polly Faber  

8+ Tilly’s Horse, Pippa Funnell (series) 

9+ A Pony Called Secret, Olivia Tuffin (series) 

9+ Blue Moon, Jenny Oldfield (HiLo) 

9+ Finding Wonder, Lauren St. John  

9+ My Friend Flicka, Mary O’Hara (trilogy) 

9+ Pony Club Secrets, Stacy Gregg (series) 

9+ The Girl Who Rode the Wind, Stacy Gregg 

9+ The Horse Who Came Home, Olivia Tuffin 

10+ Flambards, K.M. Peyton (series) 

10+ National Velvet, Enid Bagnold 

11+ One Dollar Horse, Lauren St. John (trilogy) 

11+ One Silver Summer, Rachel Hickman  

11+ Pony Club Rivals, Stacy Gregg (series) 

11+ Racing Manhattan, Terence Blacker 

13+ Taking Flight, Sheena Wilkinson 

13+ The Scorpio Races, Maggie Stiefvater  

14+ The Key to You and Me, Kaye Robin Brown 
 

Fencing 
10+ Sister to a Star, Eloise Smith 

11+ Black Brother, Black Brother, Jewell Parker Rhodes  

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Hoy 
GB Olympian 
Track Cycling 

 

4 Olympic 
Games  

2000 to 2012 
6 GOLDS 

1 BRONZE 
 

Eloise 
Smith 

GB Olympian 
Fencing 

Competed in 
Sydney  2000 

Olympics. 
 

Pippa Funnell 
GB Olympian 

3 Day Eventing 
Rio 2016 

Athens 2004 
SILVER/ BRONZE 

Sydney 2000 
SILVER 
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Football 
6+ Camilla the Football Star, Alicia Salazar 

6+ Cinderboy, Laurence Anholt 

6+ The Coach, the Shoes and the Football, Katie Dale 

6+The Unlucky Eleven, Phil Earle (Accessible text) 

6+ Go! Go! Chichico! Gerladine McCaughrean 

6+ Mirabelle Wants to Win, Harriet Muncaster  

7+ Baller Boys, Venessa Taylor (series) 

7+ Football Academy, Tom Palmer (series) 

7+ Football Crazy, Tony Bradman (HiLo) 

7+ Football Forgery, Barbara Mitchelhill (series) 

7+ Girls F.C. Helena Pielicharty (series) 

7+ Sam Kerr Kicking Goals, Sam Kerr & Fiona Harris (series) 

7+ The Fox and the Ghost King, Michael Morpurgo 

8+ Battle of the Cyborg Cat, Ade Adepitan  

8+ Johnny Ball, Matt Oldfield (series) 

8+ Macbeth Rise United, Michael Rosen 

8+ Roy of the Rovers, Tom Palmer (series)  

8+ Secret F.C. Tom Palmer (HiLo) 

8+ Stat Man, Alan Durant (HiLo) 

8+ The Academy, T.Z. Layton (series) 

8+ The Wonder Team, Leah Williamson 

9+ A Different Kind of Freedom: A Romani Story, Richard O’Neill 

9+ Aftershock, Bernard Ashley  

9+ All to Play for, Eve Ainsworth  

9+ Boot It! A. M. Dassu 

9+ Charlie Merrick's Misfits, Dave Cousins (series)                                                

9+ Defender series, Tom Palmer (HiLo)                                                                                      

9+ Dick, Kerr Girls, Eve Ainsworth (series) 

9+ Dog that Saved the World (Cup), Phil Earle (HiLo) 

9+ Dream Team, Priscilla Mante (series) 

9+ Extra Time, Morris Gleitzman 

9+ Finding Her Feet, Eve Ainsworth (HiLo) 

9+ Football Fiesta, Gerrard Siggins (series) 

9+ Football Mad, Paul Stewart (HiLo) (series) 

9+ Foul Play, Tom Palmer (series) 

9+ Home Ground, Alan Gibbons  

9+ Jamie Johnson, Dan Freedman (series) 

9+ Key Player, Kelly Yang 

9+ Lily and the Rockets, Rebecca Stevens 

9+ Respect: The Walter Tull Story, Michael Morpurgo (HiLo) 

9+ Soccer Squad, Bal Rai (series) 

9+ Striking Out, Ian Wright & Musa Okwonga  

9+ Super Sub, Alan Gibbons (HiLo) 

9+ The Boyhood of Burglar Bill, Allan Ahlberg 

9+ The Lion Roars, Alan Gibbons (Accessible text) 

9+ The Mighty Dynamo, Kieran Crowley 

9+ The Soccer Diaries, Tom Palmer (series) 

9+ The Squad, Tom Palmer (series) 

10+ Booked, Kwame Alexander (Verse novel) 

10+ Kick, Mitch Johnson  

10+ Legends’ Lair, Joe O’Brien 

10+ Over the Line, Tom Palmer (HiLo) 

11+ Dream On, Bali Rai (HiLo) (series) 

11+ Ghost Stadium, Tom Palmer  (HiLo) 

11+ Red Card, Alan Combes (HiLo) 

11+ Striker, Peter Kalu (series) 

11+ United Here I Come, Alan Combes (HiLo) 

12+ Bend it Like Beckham, Dharma Marinder 

12+ The Football Trials, John Hickman (series) 

12+ Unstoppable, Dan Freedman 

13+ Off Pitch, Katherine Quarmby 

13+ The Fix, Sophie McKenzie (HiLo) 

14+ Keeper, Alan Gibbons (series) 

Sam Kerr 
Australian 
Olympian 

Football 
Competed in 

Rio 2016 
Tokyo 2020) 
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Golf 
6+ Night Golf, William Miller 

7+ Diary of a Golf Pro, Shamini Flint 

7+ Golf Legends, Felice Arena (HiLo) 

 

Gymnastics 
11+ A Perfect 10, Chris Higgins 

13+ Break the Fall, Jennifer Lacopelli  

7+ Gym Stars, Jane Lawes (series) 

9+ Somersaults and Dreams series, Cate Shearwater 

9+ Winner Takes Gold, Eloise Smith 

 

Rugby 
8+ Rugby Academy Series Tom Palmer (HiLo) 

9+ Chasing a Rugby Dream, James Hook/ David Brayley (series) 

9+ Gordon’s Game, Gordan Darcy/ Paul Howard (series) 

9+ Rugby Spirit, Gerrard Siggins (series) 

9+ Scrum, Tom Palmer (HiLo)  
14+ Winger, Andrew Smith (series) 

 

Sailing 
6+ The Sailing Challenge, Bear Grylls (series) 

7+ Left Shoe and the Foundling, Annie O’Dowd 

7+ Violet and the Smugglers, Harriet Whitehorn 

9+ Swallows and Amazons, Arthur Ransome (series) 

9+ To the Edge of the World, Julia Green 

10+ Wave Riders, Lauren St. John 

14+ Girl. Boy. Sea. Chris Vick 
 

 

 

 

Skateboarding 
6+ Rudy and the Skate Stars, Paul Westmoreland 

6+ Riley the Skateboarding Fairy, Daisy Meadows (series) 

9+ Born to Skate, Jamie Hex (graphic Novel) 

11+ The Bubblewarp Boy, Phil Earle 
 

Surfing 
7+ Ishi on the Waves, Swapna Haddow (verse novel) 

7+ Layne the Surfing Fairy, Daisy Meadows (series) 

8+ Samira Surfs, Rukhsana Guidroz  

8+ Surfing Shake-Up, Natasha Deen 

9+ Storm on the Sea, Salima Alikhan 

9+ Wipe Out, Mimi Thebo 

10+ The Shark and the Scar, Sarah Moore Fitzgerald 

11+ Deadly Ocean, Sue Graves (HiLo) 

11+ The Outcasts, John Flanagan (series) 

13+ Kook, Chris Vick 

14+ Blue, Lisa Glass (series) 

14+ Storms, Chris Vick  
 

Tennis 
6+ Lottie the Little Wonder, Katherne Woodfine 

12+ Mike, Andrew Norriss 

9+ Tennis Shoes, Noel Streatfield 

12+ Unstoppable, Dan Freedman 
 

Wrestling 
9+ My Buddy, Killer Croc, Sara Farizan (Graphic novel) 

6+ Wrestle to Victory, Shoo Raynor  
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 Swimming/ Aquatics 
5+ Monsters Go Swimming, Zanna Davidson 

5+ Swimming Struggle, C.L. Reid 

6+ A Royal Tea for Royalty, Ellie Simmonds (series) 

6+ Ready, Set, Swim, Elliott Smith 

6+ Swim for Your Life, Shoo Raynor (series)  

7+ In at the Deep End, Michelle Magorian 

7+ Squid Happens, Isabel Roxas (Graphic novel) 

8+ Back Splash, Tom Daley & Simon James Green 

8+ Belly Flop, Morris Gleitzman 

8+ Swim team, Johnnie Christmas (Graphic novel) 

9+ Berlin Olympics: Olympic Swimmer 1936, Vince Cross   

9+ Fish Boy, Chloe Daykin 

9+ Splash, Charli Howard 

10+ Swimming to the Moon, Jane Elson 

11+ Coming up for Air, Lou Abercrombie 

11+ Deep water, Jo Cotteril  

11+ Deeper Than Blue, Jill Hucklesby 

11+ Fat Boy Swim, Catherine Forde 

11+ Wishbones, Virginia Macgregor 

12+ Fig Swims the World, Lou Abercrombie 

12+ Girl out of Water, Nat Luurtsema (series) 

12+ Rush for Gold, John Feinstein  

13+ My Box-Shaped Heart, Rachael Lucas 

13+ The Crossing, Manjeet Mann (YA) 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Olympic/ Pretend Olympics Stories  
6+ Geronimo Stilton saves the Olympics, Geronimo Stilton (series) 

6+ Medal Mayhem, Tamsyn Murray 

6+ Olympia, Shoo Raynor (series)  

6+ Olympia the Games Fairy, Daisy Meadows 

6+ Olympic Adventure, Roderick Hunt 

7+ Olympic Champions, Felice Arena, Phil Kettle 

7+ Olympic Flame Chaser, Frank Lampard (series) 

7+ The Long-Lost Secret Diary of The World's Worst Olympic Athlete, Tim 

Collins 

7+ Going for Gold, Andy Seed & James Weston Lewis 

8+ Sam and Ruby’s Olympic Adventure, Tony Bradman (HiLo)  

9+ The Moo-lympics, Steve Cole 

9+ The Olympic Conspiracy, Katherine Roberts 

The Official London 2012 novels, various 

 

Paris 2024 Olympics: Competitive Sports 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Aquatics 
Artistic 
swimming  
Diving  
Swimming  
Water polo  
Archery  
Athletics  
Badminton  
Basketball 
Boxing  
Breaking 
Canoeing 
Cycling 
  

Equestrian 
Fencing  
Field hockey  
Football  
Golf  
Gymnastics 
Trampoline 
Handball 
Judo  
Modern 
pentathlon 
Rowing  
Rugby sevens 
  

Sailing  
Shooting 
Skateboarding 
Sport climbing 
Surfing 
Table tennis 
Taekwondo 
Tennis 
Triathlon 
Volleyball 
Weightlifting  
 Wrestling  

Ellie Simmonds 
GB Paralympian 

Swimming 
4 Paralympics 

Games 2008- ‘20 
5 GOLD 

1 SILVER 
2 BRONZE 

 

Tom Daley 
GB Olympian 

Diving 
 

Beijing 2008 
London 2012 & 

Rio 2016 BRONZE 
Tokyo 2020 GOLD 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triathlon_at_the_2024_Summer_Olympics
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Olympic & Paralympic Sports Picture Books 
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Clare 
Cashmore 

GB Paralympian 
Swimming/Triathlon 

4x Paralympics 
1X GOLD 

3X SIILVER 
4X BRONZE 
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Sports day &       
Sport stories for 
younger Readers  
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Swimming & Surfing 

Running 
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